
Mahmut Fazıl Coşkun’s Pick: 
Invisible Cities

Didem Pekün: I Want to Feel

Horror Cinema: Can 
Evrenol’s Pick

The Festival on Wheels reserves a 
distinctive place for a special name 
from the cinema. This year Mahmut 
Fazıl Coşkun, whose third feature The 
Announcement was awarded at Venice 
Film Festival, has selected three films 
for the Festival, bringing different 
locations, time periods and different 
film perceptions together. Satirically 
touching upon the cult of masculinity, 
Take Care of Your Scarf, Tatiana (Pidä 
huivista kiinni, Tatjana, 1994) tells the 
absurd story of two men who start a 
journey to Southern Finland in the 60s. 
This film is one of the defining films of 
Aki Kaurismäki’s filmography. What 
Ever Happened to Baby Jane? (1962) 
is a worth watching cult film in which 
Robert Aldrich brings two legendary 
names of Hollywood, Bette Davis and 
Joan Crawford, together. Set in a vast 
geography, from the USA to Germany, 

This year’s guest artist of the Festival, 
where the audience and artists with 
background on contemporary art meet, 
will be Didem Pekün. In this section, 
her two films will be screened: Tülay 
German: Years of Fire and Cinders, 
(Tülay German: Kor ve Ateş Yılları, 2010) 
a documentary featuring the life story of 
the famous singer Tülay German, based 
on her own autobiography The Black 
Box of the Plane Which Never Crashed. 
Through German’s photos, voice re-
cordings and songs, this documentary 
features her, as a politically overt artist, 
who had to move to Paris from Istanbul. 
Araf, an experimental documentary 
premiered at the Berlin Film Festival 
this year, tells the story of Nayia, who 
returns to her hometown on the 22nd 
anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre.

The Festival on Wheels reserves a spe-
cial place for the horror cinema, a genre 
attracting people for its thematic and 
aesthetic diversity. Can Evrenol’s first 
feature, Baskın, was screened at the in-
ternational festivals and now his second 
feature, Housewife, will be presented at 
the Festival on Wheels. Moreover, horror 
fans should not miss Can Evrenol’s pick, 
consisting of short films. From experi-
mental films to local productions shot 
in Turkey, this section aims to provide 
different viewpoints. The films will be as 
follows: Meshes of the Afternoon (1943) 
directed by Maya Deren, a name known 
for experimental cinema, and by her hus-
band Alexander Hammid; The Legend 
of Beaver Dam (2010), a horror musical 
and a teenslasher; Autumn Harvest 
(2014) by Fredrik S. Hana, the winner of 
the Best Short Film Award at Sitges, one 
of the most important fantastic film fes-
tivals; David Prior’s AM1200 (2008) and 
Sapak (2008), an award-winning short 
film of Fırat Mançuhan.
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Alice in the Cities (Alice in den Städten, 
1974) is a remarkable representation of 
the 70s by the director, Wim Wenders.
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Around the Globe

The Festival on Wheels invites the cin-
ema enthusiasts to participate in the 
tour around the world cinema through 
the best films of the year. The out-
standing films of the year which were 
screened and awarded at prestigious 
international film festivals like Cannes, 
Locarno and Karlovy Vary, will be pre-
sented at the Festival on Wheels. From  
Kyrgyzstan to Poland, from Ukraine to 
South Korea, a list of films around the 
world will meet the audience.

The first film in Around the Globe sec-
tion is Amin, which was premiered at 
Cannes, Directors Forthnight. Directed 
by Philippe Faucon, the screenplay of 
Amin was inspired by a true story. The 
leading role is played by Moustapha 
Mbengue, originally a comedian and a 
musician from Senegal. The film offers 
a detailed discussion on the immigra-
tion issue in Europe through the story 
of Amin, who leaves his wife and three 
children in Senegal in search for a job 
in France.

Donbass, directed by Sergei Loznitsa, 
is Ukraine’s Oscar entry for best foreign 
language film, dealing with Ukraine’s 
ongoing political unrest and social tur-
moil. The winner of Un Certain Regard 
Best Director Prize, the film offers an 
impressive portrait of the darkness that 
the world is leading by focusing on the 
conflict between the Ukrainian regular 
army and the separatist gangs support-
ed by the Russian troops. 

Girl, the winner of four prizes including 
the Fipresci Prize and the Caméra d’Or 
at Cannes, is one of the most prominent 
productions of the year. Selected as 
Belgium’s Oscar entry for the Best Lan-
guage film, the Girl features 15-year-old 
Lara, who attends the ballet academy in 
pursuit of becoming a ballerina. With 
Girl, his debut film, the leading actor, 
Victor Polster, was awarded prestigious 
prizes. 

Ruben Brandt, Collector, the first 
feature of the Slovenian director, 
Milorad Krstić, premiered at Locarno 
Film Festival, provides a wonderful 
journey through the history of art and 
visual arts. The film deals with Ruben 
Brandt, a famous psychotherapist, who 
is forced to steal thirteen paintings from 
world-renowned art galleries and muse-
ums. It is an animation for adults, with 
its dynamic narration and references to 
art history.

Cold War (Zimna Wojna), is a melan-
cholic love story, directed by Pawel 
Pawlikowski, the winner of Oscar for 
Best Foreign Language Film with his 
previous film Ida (2013). The black 
and white film is Poland’s Oscar en-
try for best foreign language film and 
amazes the cinema enthusiasts with its 
soundtrack. 

Suleiman Mountain (Sulayman Too), 
the winner of the Best Film Award at the 
East of the West Competition at Karlovy 
Vary Film Festival, is the first feature of 
Elizaveta Stishova. The film is a family 
tragedy where alcoholic Karabas finds 
his long-lost son. In addition to its story, 
the film has a lot more to offer about the 
daily life in Kyrgyzstan. 

Burning (Beoning), directed by Lee 
Chang-dong, has scored the highest 
mark ever on Cannes international crit-
ics’ poll and received the Fipresci Prize. 
Based on Haruki Murakami’s short sto-
ry “Barn Burning”, the film revolves 
around the story of Jong-su, who finds 
himself in a mystery after meeting a 
young woman. With Jong-su experi-
encing existentialist crisis, the film is 
already something of a modern classic. 
A reminder: the film is starring Steven 
Yeun from the Walking Dead series.

Distant Constellation, an award-win-
ning documentary screened at various 
festivals including Locarno, Vienna and 
Seville, is the first feature of Shevaun 
Mizrahi, a Turkish-American filmmaker. 
With scenes from daily life in a retire-
ment home in Istanbul, the film revolves 
around six characters and their anec-
dotes. It raises questions about being 
a minority, being an elderly and a teen. 
Shot within six years, this documentary 
shows how film aesthetics in documen-
taries can go beyond.



Turkey 2018

Mahmut Fazıl Coşkun’s third feature, 
The Announcement (Anons), was pre-
miered at the Venice Film Festival and 
won the Special Jury Award. Set in 1963, 
the film features four military officers 
planning a coup d’état to take down the 
government and their effort to make a 
formal announcement about the coup. 
With steady scenes and pastel colours, 
The Announcement hints one of the 
most important social and political con-
flicts in Turkey’s recent history. 

The fourth feature of Ali Kemal Çınar, 
In Between (Arada), has a tragicom-
ic story: Osman is able to understand 
Kurdish but can only speak Turkish. 
The film dwells upon daily issues with a 
humorous tone, featuring Osman facing 
communication barriers. The film has 
received the Special Jury Prize at the 
National Competition held in Istanbul.

In the festival, there is also a film by 
Can Evrenol, a distinctive name for  
Turkey’s horror cinema. His second fea-
ture, Housewife, tells the story of Holly, 
who is unable to differentiate between 
her nightmares and the truth.

The third feature of Tolga Karaçelik, 
Butterflies (Kelebekler), was screened at 
Sundance Film Festival and was award-
ed the Jury Grand Prize. Butterflies has 
quickly become one of the most popular 
independent films of recent years. Three 
siblings, out of touch and out of contact, 
set out on a journey to their hometown 
after receiving a phone call from their fa-
ther. When they arrive, they hear about 
the loss of their father. Featuring a scat-
tered family with individuals searching 
for belongings, Butterflies discusses 
big issues through a simple story.

The second feature film of Ahmet 
Boyacıoğlu, The Smell of Money 
(Paranın Kokusu), presents a life in a 

Print the Legend: Media 
Manipulation in American 
Films

We have entered a new age, where sci-
entific theories have left their place to 
conspiracy theories. Fake news and 
demagogy rule this new age called the 
‘post-truth world.’ The principles of 
Newspeak, as in 1984, are present again 
with discourses like ‘war is peace’ or 
‘ignorance is power.’ In this section, re-
alised with the support of the Embassy 
of the United States, three films will be 
screened. Sweet Smell of Success (1957) 
is a story where the lines between pre-
tension – corruption and fame – brutali-
ty are blurred. Burt Lancaster plays the 
role of a weird columnist whereas Tony 
Curtis plays an opportunist press agent, 

Without Refuge

The chance of finding a refuge is very 
low in a world destroyed by human be-
ings. In the section, Without Refuge, 
four films with bitter criticisms will be 
screened. Of Fathers and Sons (2017), 
which received the Best Documentary 
Award at Sundance, shows how danger 
seeps into houses and families after dom-
inating their homelands. The Border 
Fence (Die bauliche Maßnahme, 2018) 
features Austrian government’s plans to 
build a fence to prevent refugees from il-
legally crossing the border into Austria. 
It is a political satire which shows the ab-
surd consequences of populism. Island 
of the Hungry Ghosts (2018), the win-
ner of the Best Documentary Award at 
Tribeca Film Festival, features a trauma 
counsellor living on the remote Christ-
mas Island, where the asylum seekers are 
detained and where she observes them 
and their psychological turmoil in detail. 
The Bus (Otobüs, 1976), by director Tunç 
Okan, focuses on the tragic story of nine 
people who move to Sweden from Anato-
lia. This masterpiece depicts a capitalist 
society and a so-called civilisation which 
host selfish people alienated from each 
other: nine people who are driven to-
wards materialism and now are hopeless 
in the face of technology. 

down-at-heel suburb of Ankara, with 
three main characters: Mehmet, a cab 
driver, Metin who runs a teahouse and 
Adnan, an out-of-work journalist. When 
Mehmet regales his friends with tales of 
the murky and unlawful dealings that 
some of his passengers are involved in, 
they install a camera in the cab and re-
cord the passengers. The recording of a 
businessman who turns up in town for 
a little philandering presents an oppor-
tunity for blackmail and with this mon-
ey, our heroes help those in need. When 
someone leaves behind in the cab a fold-
er belonging to a mafia-deep state syn-
dicate run by “Madam” this neighbour-
hood comedy evolves into unexpected 
territory.

Sibel, premiered at Locarno Film Fes-
tival, tells the story of a young woman 
who stands on her own feet, despite 
the oppression in a conservative soci-
ety. Starring successful actress, Damla  
Sönmez, the film is directed by 
Guillaume Giovanetti and Cağla Zencirci. 

ready to do anything just to get a pro-
motion. Ace in the Hole (1951), directed 
by Billy Wilder, starring Kirk Douglas, 
is known as the darkest and the funni-
est film dealing with media. The film 
raised a harsh criticism on American 
culture and was then condemned for in-
sulting the media and the society. It was 
a commercial failure when it was first 
screened but now it is considered a cult 
film. When McCarthy’s anti-communist 
investigations, known as witch hunts, 
started to dominate the world in the 50s, 
Hollywood produced a series of bold 
films dealing with the hopelessness 
among the materialist society. Based on 
a lynching, true to the actual event in 
1933, Cy Endfield directed The Sound 
of Fury (1950). After his film, he had to 
leave the USA to flee from McCarthy’s 
investigations.



Short is Good
The Festival on Wheels will present out-
standing short films of the year, for free 
viewing, at Contemporary Arts Centre, 
Çankaya.

Il Cinema Ritrovato: Cinema 
Libero

This year, we continue our cooperation 
with Il Cinema Ritrovato Film Festival: 
a festival known for its programme dedi- 
cated to restored classic films. In the 
section, ‘Cinemalibero’, we meet a Cu-
ban classic, Memories of Underdevel-
opment (Memorias del subdesarrollo, 
1968) which was digitally remastered by 
Cineteca Bologna. The film, an adapta-
tion of the novel by Edmundo Desnoes 
and directed by Tomás Gutiérrez Alea, 
deals with the decisive turning point 
in the Cuban Revolution. In the film, 
we look through Cuba from Sergio’s 
point of view, a middle-class intellectual 
whose wife and family have immigrated 
to Miami. The Festival on Wheels pres-
ents the film on its 50th anniversary. 

Silent Adventure

In the section, Silent Adventure, re-
alized with the valuable contribution 
of the Embassies of the United States 
and the Netherlands, two classical si-
lent movies, restored and improved in 
quality, will be screened, accompanied 
by live music performances. Elif Ron-
gen-Kaynakçı, the curator of the silent 
movies at EYE Film Museum Nether-
lands has kindly selected The Secret 
of Delft (Hat geheim van Delft, 1917), a 
silent crime film about Jan Vogel, a pot-
tery worker. Robert Byrne, the president 
of San Francisco Silent Film Festival, 
has chosen Behind the Door (1919), a 
revenge story of an American, Oscar 
Krug, whose ship is sunk by a German 
submarine and whose wife is snatched 
from his side. The viewings will be pre-
sented by Kaynakçı and Byrne. Stephen 

Behiç Ak, who has been designing 
unique posters for the Festival on 
Wheels since 1995, continues to show 
his support in the 24th year of the festi-
val. (We will apply for a Guinness World 
Record next year)

Horne and Frank Bockius, a famous duo, 
who composed musical pieces for some 
famous silent films, will accompany the 
screenings with their live music perfor-
mances.
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December 7 - 9 SİNOP  •  December 10 - 13 KASTAMONU
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Children’s Films
The children’s films section of the Fes-
tival, realised with the valuable contri-
bution of the embassies of the United 
States and the Netherlands, will be 
screened free of charge at Contempo-
rary Arts Centre, Çankaya. 


